
PCB Activity Database System (PADS) 
 Installation Instructions 
Updated January 2006 

The PCB Activity Database System (PADS), which is used to monitor the activities of 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) handlers, consists of two parts: the application (front-end) 
and the database (back-end).  The following instructions will allow you to install the 
application (front-end) and an older version of the database (back-end) onto your computer 
as placeholder. Because PADS is used at many EPA locations, changes and additions to the 
database are compiled and maintained in a master copy of the PADS database. This up-to-
date copy of the database (back-end) is distributed to all PADS users each quarter. 

Please follow the steps below to install the PADS application and an older version of the 
database: 

1. Download the installation package zip file (Pads.zip) onto your computer (e.g., your 
desktop). 

2. Open the Pads.zip file by double-clicking the zipped file or using WinZip. 
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3. Highlight all of the zipped files and then extract them to a temporary directory on your 
hard drive (e.g. C:\Temp) 
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4. Once unzipped, open the temporary directory that contains the extracted files.  Double-
click on the Setup.exe file in the temporary directory to launch the installation. 
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5. Select the destination folder where PADS will be installed.  To install to the default 
location (i.e., C:\Program Files\PADS) click OK.  To install to a different folder click the 
Change Folder button. 
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6. Select typical installation.   

This will install Access 97 run-time engine, the PADS front-end, and other supporting 

system files. 
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7. Once the installation is complete, you will be prompted to restart your machine.  
After rebooting your machine, open the temporary directory that contains the extracted files 
(e.g., C:\Temp).  Double-click on the PadsData.exe file. 

8. Select Unzip to extract a copy of the database to the default folder (i.e., C:\Program 
Files\PADS).  
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9.  In Step 8, if you saved the database file to a destination folder other than the default 
location (i.e., C:\Program Files\PADS) you will be prompted to enter the path where you 
saved the database.  

10. To launch the PADS application, go to the Start menu. Click on Program Files and then 
click on PADS.  Next, click on the PADS shortcut icon (e.g., C:\Program Files\PADS). 
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Once the PADS application is started, the following opening screen should appear on your 
computer screen: 
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